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Education is the cornerstone of a successful 
life. At United Way of Central and Northeastern  
Connecticut, we’re working to create a community  
where every child has the opportunity to succeed.

By increasing access to early childhood education  
and promoting early intervention, our United 
Way is helping children achieve important  
developmental and academic milestones.

Meet Edialys

Take Edialys, a first-grader at Windham Public 
Schools. When Edialys arrived in Windham 
from Puerto Rico, teachers noticed she was 
having difficulty with communication and 
comprehension in both Spanish and English. 
After talking with Edialys’ family, school staff 
recommended after-school supports.

The United Way-supported after school program  
provided Edialys with the attention she needed 

with homework and offered an opportunity for 
her to make new friends. As a result, Edialys 
overcame her academic and social obstacles. 
Today, she’s able to read independently at grade  
level for more than 20 minutes in both Spanish 
and English and communicates with confidence  
in both languages.

“I’d recommend this program to anyone,” said  
Jeismarines, Edialys’ mother. “The kids socialize,  
they learn and become independent. I’ve seen 
huge progress with Edialys. To see how far she 
has come motivates me.”

Our United Way invests millions of dollars annually  
to provide children with early childhood education,  
improve grade level reading skills and ensure 
middle grade students succeed academically, 
so together we can help youth graduate High 
School prepared for college or career.

PURPOSEFUL
I’d recommend this program to anyone. The kids socialize, they learn  
and became independent. I’ve seen huge progress with Edialys. 
To see how far she has come motivates me.
Jeismarines Santiago Morales, Mother of Edialys Cordero Santiago, Participant of United Way-supported 
Windham Out of School Time

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

360

8,200

1,399

4,843

2,240

students participated in school and/or  
community-based programs, improving 
their academic skills

individuals accessed emergency services such 
as rent or utility assistance, and transportation 
assistance

people filed their 2018 tax return at no-cost 
through Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
sites in Windham and received more than 
$2 million in earned tax credits and refunds

calls were made to United Way 2-1-1  
seeking help for things like housing and 
utility assistance

hours of service committed by 
327 volunteers



GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

United Way of Central and
Northeastern Connecticut

@unitedwayinc

unitedwayinc.org

OUR PARTNERS
ACCESS Community Action Agency 

American Red Cross 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich 

Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness  

Connecticut Food Bank

Connecticut Legal Services, Inc. 

HARC, Inc.

Hartford Healthcare at Home

Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Sexual Assault Crisis Center of Eastern CT, Inc. 

The Salvation Army 

The Village for Families & Children, Inc. 

United Way of Connecticut / 2-1-1 

Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

Windham Public Schools

Mario Conjura, Chair  
People’s Bank

Jose Aponte  
Windham Public Schools

Jen’s Network

Antonio Santiago Jr.  
Connecticut Department of Labor

Kimberly Silcox 
Eastern Connecticut State University

Angela Smart 
Liberty Bank
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United Way cares about our 
community, just like you. We bring 
the right people and resources 
together for the well-being of local 
children and families. This year, 
through the commitment and 
generosity of workplaces, donors, 
foundations, volunteers  and  
community partners, we achieved 
real results for people in central  and 
northeastern Connecticut.

JOIN US IN UNITING TO 
DO SOMETHING BIG.

Jennifer Holt 




